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for conjunctures of soul and body $ Epstein has not*  The service
of a new Ozymandias calls him urgently,

JOHN MIDDLETON MURRAY.

For this article Mr. Murry, I remember, was severely taken
to task by the Nation's art critic, and admonished not to enter
a field sacred to himself. " If the intelligentsia are to speak
on art let them do so with one voice and not divide their
allegiance and so create confusion."

The Sunday Times, February 8th, 1920 :
JACOB EPSTEIN

Nothing is more pleasurable for a critic than to find his judgment
confirmed by time. After long years of neglect, of unintelligent
and abusive depredation, of misdirection and misunderstanding,
the art of Jacob Epstein has become recognised and respected.
Through all the sordid controversy over his work for the British
Medical Association and the Wilde Monument in Paris, I reiterated,
often to deaf ears, my conviction of the genius of the sculptor, and
the belief in him, from which I have never wavered, has been
amply justified by his continued production of masterpieces, works
which during the last few years have gained the acceptance of all
whose opinion counts.

The exhibition of Epstein's recent sculpture, which opened
yesterday at the Leicester Galleries, is a splendid manifestation" of
his powers, revealing both his sculptural technique as a modeller
and the inventive imagination which hall-marks his conceptions,

Of his portrait busts it is difficult to single out one for praise
above the others, but if there is one more impressive than the rest,
it is his new bust of " Lilian Shelley " (5), a model with whom he
h%as excelled before. The bust shows the arms of the sitter, and
there is a new note in the grace of the bent arms and exquisitely
moulded hands, while the treatment of the head has a positive
majesty,

It is a noble work, which will certainly count among the greatest
and most beautiful of all Epstein's heads. If I refer first to these
busts it is not because I am blind to the importance of his statue
of Christ, but because I feel that the heads are beyond controversy,
and since there may still be argument about the